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Side A 

Giacinto Scelsi - Duo for Violin and Cello 
(Performed by Lucy Railton and Aisha Orazbayeva) 
 
Side AA 

Chris Watson - Invertebrate Harmonics 

Honshirabe 本調 (Performed by Joe Browning) 

 

Launch event: Performance by Lucy Railton (cello) and artwork by Dillwyn Smith 

Friday 26th February, 6pm  |  Patrick Heide Gallery, 11 Church St, London NW8 8EE 

 

SN Variations is proud to announce the release of a new EP curated around the 
primordial and enigmatic music of Giacinto Scelsi.  

Alongside a new recording of his intimate Duo for Violin and Cello, the EP features a new work 
by Chris Watson inspired by Scelsi’s explorations of ‘pure sound’ and a breathtaking 
shakuhachi honkyoku performance by Joe Browning. 

Born into an aristocratic family in Italy in 1905, Scelsi’s creative peak arrived in the 1960s 
after years of research into Buddhist chant and other aspects of Eastern spirituality. His work 
languished in obscurity for most of his long career, but its pioneering investigations of 
microtonality and pure sound have exerted a deep influence on contemporary composers and 
electronic artists including Mica Levi, Richard Skelton and Fennesz. Against the crowded 
polyphonies of much post-war academic modernism, Scelsi powerfully advocated for the 
primordial and the esoteric, for the acoustic interplay of pure frequencies.  

The Duo for Violin and Cello dates from Scelsi’s most fertile period and was composed at the 
same time as seminal works such as Anahit and Elegia per Ty.  Despite a modest combination 
of just two instruments, the innovative use of double stopping and extended playing techniques 
creates a huge, vibrating microtonal form. In this new recording, Aisha Orazbayeva and Lucy 
Railton execute a meticulous performance of this complex score.  

Chris Watson responded to the piece with sculpted field recordings of insects made originally 
on a boardwalk in the middle of the Borneo jungle. Invertebrate Harmonics imaginatively links 
the pure sound world of Scelsi to pure sound worlds found in nature. This piece is from a 
larger installation work Notes from a Forest Floor, which was played first at the ICA last June 
as part of the event ‘MusICA –Exploring Sound and Authorship’. 

Finally Chris records a traditional shakuhachi honkyoku piece - Honshirabe - one of the pieces 
forming the historic repertoire of the wandering Zen Buddhist monks known as the Komuso. 
This performance by Joe Browning is one of exquisite subtleties, resonating with Scelsi’s 
mature work while pointing to its widespread historical antecedents. 

 

The EP is released in a vinyl edition of 300 copies, with cover image from a painting by 
Dillwyn Smith and design by Chris Bigg. It will also be available in WAV, FLAC and MP3.  

For more information visit snvariations.com or email snvariations@gmail.com.   

 



Chris Watson is one of the world’s leading recorders of wildlife and natural phenomena, a 
BAFTA award-winner and arguably best known for his field recording work on David 
Attenborough’s Life series. Watson uses technology to capture and transcribe pure sound. 
Most recently Watson has been exploring aspects of spatial sound through Ambisonic 
installations in collaboration with galleries around the world such as in The Louvre, RMIT 
Melbourne, Krakow Botanical Gardens, The Millennium Gallery Sheffield, Opera North in Leeds 
and the Royal Opera House in London’s Covent Garden. 
 
Violinist and musician Aisha Orazbayeva is in demand with a repertoire extending from Bach 
and Telemann to Lachenmann and Nono. Orazbayeva’s recent performances include 
Prokofiev’s Violin Concerto no.1 with the Kazakh Symphony Orchestra, Bryn Harrison’s 
Receiving the Approaching Memory for BBC Radio 3, and solo violin recital at the Reykjavik 
Arts Festival. She has given recitals for, amongst many others, Radio France, the BBC, and 
performed across the world from New York’s Carnegie Hall, Tokyo’s Superdeluxe to Dalston’s 
Cafe Oto. She plays violin in ensemble Plus Minus and has worked with groups including LA 
Dance Project, Ensemble Modern, and composers notably Helmut Lachenmann, Sir Harrison 
Birtwistle, Kaija Saariaho and Christian Wolff. Her two solo albums Outside and The Hand 
Gallery have been critically acclaimed. Aisha's recordings of Telemann’s Fantasias were 
featured in Tim Etchells' work with Tanz Theatre Wuppertal Pina Bausch in September 2015.  
 
Cellist Lucy Railton is a soloist, curator and collaborator focused on the performance and 
development of contemporary music. Collaborations include those with Kit Downes, Aisha 
Orazbayeva, Russell Haswell, Peter Zinovieff, Lore Lixenberg, Akram Khan and Adrian Corker. 
Original work has been made and presented at the Institute of Contemporary Arts - London, 
Lulea Kulturhausen - Sweden, Electronic Music Studio - Stockholm, Aldeburgh Music - England, 
House of Electronic Arts - Basel, James Cohen Gallery - New York, the Royal Opera House - 
London, Wysing Arts Festival - Cambridge and Dean Clough - Halifax.  Commissions include 
PAF Festival of Film Animation, Czech Republic, working with filmmaker Rebecca Salvadori, 
Sonic Acts/Dark Ecology/Borealis Festival with artist Russell Haswell. She is also co-director 
of London Contemporary Music Festival and co-curator of Kammer Klang. 
 
Joe Browning is a musician and academic. He plays old and new music for the shakuhachi 
and for central Javanese gamelan. He writes about new and old music for the shakuhachi and 
in Western art music and sound art contexts. 

Dillwyn Smith was born in London and studied at the Royal College of Art. He is a painter who 
explores the subtleties and possibilities of paint and colour, but his current research project 
Silvering the Cerebrum involves film, performance, printing, sculpture and above all drawing 
which he has returned to after a long absence. The focus of his research is the human brain 
and he has been granted unprecedented access to clinicians at work at the Brain Bank in 
London. Other residencies have included the Mark Rothko Foundation in Latvia, British 
Council, Omani Society Fine Arts & Delfina Foundation in Muscat, Oman and the Morito Bar, 
London. He has exhibited in Europe, Britain, the Middle East and the USA and has collaborated 
with partners as diverse as Paul Smith and Nelsons Homeopathy. He has been a Visiting 
Artist/Lecturer at The National Gallery, London, since 2000. 

 

Credits: 

Giacinto Scelsi Duo for Violin and Cello 
Performed by Aisha Orazbayeva and Lucy Railton.  
Recorded by Peiman Khosravi.  
Mixed by Peiman Khosravi and Aisha Orazbayeva.  

Honshirabe �� 
Performed by Joe Browning.  
Recorded by Chris Watson at Urchin Studios, London. 

Design by Chris Bigg. Detail from Placebo Painting no 7 by Dillwyn Smith. Photographed by Ian 
Mann.  


